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Bar# 165145 submittedto [] assignedjudge [ seiflement judge
In the Matter of STIPULATION RE FACTS, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND
RICHARD M. CHACON DISPOSITION AND ORDER APPROVING
par# 205953 REPROVAL {1 PRIVATE M PUBLIC
A Member of the State Bar of California
(Respondent) O PREVIOUS STIPULATION REJECTED

Note: All information required by this form and any additional Information which cannot be provided
in the space provided, must be set forth in an attachment to this siipulation under specific headings,
e.g., "Facts,” "Dismissals,” “Conclusions of Law,” “Supporting Authorily,” stc.

A. Pariles’ Acknowledgments:

(1) Respondentis a member of the State Bar of California, admitted  January 10, 2000
(date)
(2) The parlies agree to be bound by the factual stipulations contdined herein even if conclusions of law or
disposition are rejected or changed by the Suprems Court.

(3) Allinvestigations or proceedings listed by casze number in the caption of this stipulation are entirely resolved
by this stipulation, and are deemed consolidated. Dismissed charge(s)/count(s) are listed under “Dismissals.”
The sfipulation and order conslst of_9 __ pages.

(4) Astatement of acts or omissions acknowledged by Respondent as cause or causes for discipline isincluded
under “Facts.”

(8) Conclusions of law, drawn from and specifically refening fo the facts are also included under "Conclusions of
Law."

{6) The parties must include supporting authority for the recommended level of discipline under the heading
“supporling Authority.”

(7} No meoere than 30 days prior to the filing of this stipulation, Respondent has been advised in writing of any
pending investigation/procesding not resolved by this stipulation, except for crimindl investigations.
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(8) Payment of Discipiinary Costs—Respondent acknowledges the provisions of Bus. & Prof. Code §§6086.10 &
6140.7. (Check one option only):

(@) [ costs added to membership fee for calendar year following effective date of discipline (public reproval)
(o) [ case ineligible for costs (private reproval)
(¢) O coststo be paid in equal amounts for the following membership years:

(hardship, special circumstances or other good cause per rule 284, Rules of Procedure)
(d) [ costs waived in part as set forth in a separate attachment entitled “Partial Waiver of Costs”
(e) O costs entirely waived

[?) The parties understand that:

() [ Aprivate reproval imposed on a respondent as a result of a stipulation approved by the Court prior to
inifiction of a State Bar Court proceeding Is part of the respondent’s official State Bar membership
records, but is not disclosed in response to public inguires and is hot reported on the State Bar’s web
page. The record of the praceeding in which such a private reproval was imposed s not available to
the public except as part of the record ¢of any subsequent proceeding in which it Is infroduced as
evidence of a prior record of discipline under the Rules of Procedure of the State Bar.

(o) 0 Aprivate reproval iImposed on a respondent after initiation of a State Bar Court proceeding is part of

the respondent’s official State Bar membership records, is disclosed in response o public inquiries
and is reported as a record of public discipline on the State Bar's web page.

(c) [ Apublic reproval imposed on arespondent is publicly available as part of the respondent's official

State Bar membership records, is disclosed in response to public inquiries and is reported as a record
of public discipline on the State Bar's web page.

B. Aggravating Circumstances [for definition, see Standards for Attorney Sanctions
for Professlonal Misconduct, standard 1.2(b)]. Facts Supporting Aggravating
Clrcumstances are required.

(1) O Prior record of discipline [see standard 1.2(f)]

(@) [ Slate Bar Court case # of prior case

(b) O Date prior discipline effective

(¢} [ Rules of Professional Conduct/ State Bar Act violations:

{d) 0 Degree of prior discipline

(_Sﬂpulaﬂon form approved by SBC Executive Commitiee 10/16/2000. Revised 12/156/2004.} Reproval
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(e} [ HRespondent has two or more incidents of prior discipline, use space provided below or g
separate attachment entitied "Prior Discipline”.

(2) [ Dishonesty: Respondent's misconduct wes surrounded by or followed by bad taith, dishonesty,
conceaiment, overreaching or other violations of the State Bar Act or Rules of Professional Conduct,

(3) [J Teust Violation: Trust funds or property wete involved and Respondent refused or was unable to
account to the client or person who was the object of the misconduct for improper conduct fowargd
said funds or property.

(4 0O Ham: Respondent's misconduct harmed significantly a client, the public or the administration of justice.

[5) [J Indifference: Respondent demonstrated inditference foward rectification of or atonement for the
consequences of his or her misconduct.

{4 O Lack of Cooperalion: Respondent displayed a lack of candor and cooperation to victims of histher
misconduct or fo the State Bar during disciplinary investigation or proceedings.

(7 0O Multiple/Pattern of Misconduct: Respondent's current misconduct evidences multiple acts of
wrongdoing or demonstrates o pattern of misconduct.

(8) No aggravating clrcumstances are involved.

Addiflonal aggravating circumstances:

C. Mitigating Circumstances [see standard 1.2(e)]. Facts supporting mitigating
clrecumstances are required.

(1) El No Prior Discipline: Respondent has no prior record of discipling over many years of practice coupled
with present misconduct which is not deemed serious.

(2) O No Ham: Respondent did not harm the client or person who was the object of the misconduct.

{3) El CandorCooperafion: Respondent displayed spontanecus candor and cooperation with the victims of
his/her misconduct and to the State Bar during disciplinary investigation and proceedings.

(4) [0 Remorse: Respondent prompily took oblective steps spontaneously demonstrating remorse and
recognition of the wrongdoing, which steps were designed fo timely atone for any consequences
of his/her misconduct.

(3tipulafion form approved by SBC Execulive Committee 10/14/2000. Revised 12/14/2004.) Reproval
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Restitlulion: Respondent paid $ on in
restitution fo without the threat or force of disciplinary, civil or
criminal proceedings. '

Delay: These disciplinary proceedings were excessively delayed. The delay is not attributable to
Respondent and the delay prejudiced him/her.

Good Faith: Respondent acted in good faith.

Emotional/Physical Difficulties: At the time of the stipulated act or acts of professicnal
misconduct Respondent suffered extreme emotlional difficulties or physical disabilltles which expert
testimony would establish was dirsctly responsible for the misconduct. The difficulties or disabilities
were not the product of any lllegal conduct by the member, such as illegal drug of substance abuse,
and Respondent no longer suffers from such difficulties or disabilities.

Severe Financlal Stress: At the time of the misconduct, Respondent suffered from severe financial
stress which resulted from clrcumstaonces not reasonably foreseeable or which were beyond his/her control
and which were direcily responsible for the misconduct.

Famlly Problems: A the time of the misconduct, Respondent suffered extreme difficulties in hisfher
personal life which were cther than emotional or physical in nature.

Good Character: Respondent's good character is altested to by a wide range of references in the
legal and general communities who are aware of the full extent of hisfher misconduct.

Rehabilitation: Considerable time has passed since the acts of professional misconduct occurred
followed by convincing proof of subsequent rehabilitation.

No miiigating circumsiances are involved.

Additional mitigating clrcumstances:

1) There is no indication that any client was harmed as a result of Respondent’s
conviction.

2) Respondent has successfully participated in the alcohol program he was required to
attend as part of this conviction.

(Stipulalion form apprioved by SBC Execulive Commitiee 1071 6/2000. Revised 12/16/2004) Reproval
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D. Discipline:

Private reproval {(check applicable conditions, if any, below)

(Q) O Approved by the Court prior fo Inffiation of the State Bar Court proceedings (he
public disclosure).

() A Approved by the Court affer inifiction of the State Bar Count proceedings (public
disclosure).

Pubiic reproval (check applicable conditions, If any, below)

Conditions Aftached to Reproval:

X

i
Respondent must comply with the conditions altached to the reproval for a period of ‘
12 Months ‘

During the condition period attached to the reproval, Respondent must comply with the provisions
of the §tate Bar Act and Rules of Professional Conduct.

Within ten {10) days of any change, Respondent must report to the Membership Records Office and
to the Office of Probation of the State Bar of California ("Office of Probation™), all changes of
information, inchiding current office address and telephone number, or other address for State Bar
purposes, as prescribed by section 6002.1 of the Business and Professions Code.

Within 30 days from the effective date of discipline, Respondent must contact the Office of
Probation and schedule a meeting with Respondent's assigned probation deputy o discuss these
ferms and condilions of probation. Upon the direction of the Office of Probation, Respondent must
meef with the probalion deputy elthet In-parson or by telephone, During the period of probation,
Respondent must promptly meet with the probation deputy as directed and upon requast.

Respondent must submit writen quartery repoits to the Office of Probation on each January 10,
Apiril 10, July 18, and October 10 of the condition period attached to the reproval. Under penaliy of
perjury, Respondent must state whether Respondent has complied with the State Bar Act, the Rules
of Prefessional Conduct, and all conditions of the reproval during the preceding calendar quarter.
Respondent must also state in each report whether there are any proceedings pending against him
or her in the State Bar Court and, if so, the case number and current status of that proceeding. If
the first report would cover less than thirly (30) days, that report must be submitted on the next
following quarter date and cover the extended period.

ih addition to all quarterly repors, a final report, containing the same informalion, is due no earlier
than iwenty (20) days before the last day of the condition period and no iater than the last day of
the condition period.

Respondent must be assigned a probation monitor. Respondent must promplly review the terms and
conditions of probafion with the probation menitor to establish @ manner and schedule of compliance.
During the period of probation, Respondent must fumnish such reports as may be requested, in addifion
to quarterly reports required to be submitied io the Office of Probation. Respondent must cooperate
fully with the monitor.

{Stipulation torm appraved by SBC Executive Cormmittee 10/16/2000. Revised 12/16/2004.) Reproval
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(7} ¥  subject to assertion of applicable privileges, Respondent must answer fully, promptly and
truthfully any Inquiries of the Office of Probation and any probation monitor assigned under
these condiiions which are directed to Respondent personally or in writing relating to whether
Respondent is complying or has complied with the conditions attached to the reproval.

(8) X Within one (1) year of the effeciive date of ihe discipline herein, Respondent must provide to the
Office of Probation satisiactory proof of attendance of the Ethics School and passage of the test
given al the end of that session.

O No Ethics School ordered. Reason:

V] X3  Respondent must comply with all conditions of probation imposed in the undetlying cﬂmi'nal matter and
must so declare under penaliy of perjury in conjunciion with any quarterly report required to be filed
with the Office of Prebation.

(10) X  Respondent must provide proof of passage of the Mullistate Professional Responsibility Exominalion
{"MPRE") , administered by the Natfional Conference of Bar Examiners, to the Office of Probation
within one year of the effective date of the reproval.

O No MPRE ordered. Reason;

(11} O The following conditions are attached hereto and incorporated:
O  Substance Abuse Conditions O Law Office Management Conditions
0 Medical Condilions O Financial Condifions

F. Other Conditions Negotlated by the Parties:

See Stipulation Attachment under “Other Reproval Conditions”

(Stipulction form opproved by SBC Executive Commitiee 101 &/2000. Revised 12/16/2004.) Reproval
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ATTACHMENT TO
STIPULATION RE FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
IN THE MATTER OF: RICHARD M. CHACON
CASE NUMBERS: 04-C-11288

FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

Respondent admits that the following facts are true and that he is culpable of violations
of the specified statutes and/or Rules of Professional Conduct.

Facts for Case No. 03-C-05219

1. On or about June 9, 1998, in Los Angeles Superior Court, Case No. LAH8YHO0012801,
Respondent was convicted of a misdemeanor violation of Vehicle Code section 23103:
Reckless driving. Respondent was sentenced to 24 months summary probation and fined
$240. Two counts charging violations of Vehicle Code section 23152(a) and 23152(b)
[Driving under the influence of alcohol] were dismissed pursuant to Penal Code section
1385.

2. On or about February 3, 2004, Respondent, while driving a Jeep Liberty, was pulled over
by Culver City Police officers. After performing field sobriety tests, Respondent was
arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol.

3. On or about August 16, 2004, Respondent signed a DUI Advisement of Rights, Waiver,
and Plea Form (“Plea”) in Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 4WL10719. Pursuant to
the Plea, Respondent pled no contest to Count Two of Misdemeanor Complaint, i.e.
violating Vehicle Code section 23152(b):Driving a vehicle with .08% or more blood
alcohol level. Further, Respondent admitted to having been previously convicted in Case
No. LAH8Y0012801. Pursuant to the plea, Count One- Vehicle Code section 23152(a):
Driving under influence of alcohol, and Count Three- Vehicle Code section 23222(b):
Possession of less than 1 ounce of marijuana in a vehicle, were dismissed pursuant to
Penal Code section 1385,

4. On or about August 17, 2004, Respondent was sentenced to summary probation of 60
months, 96 hours county jail, enrollment in a second-offender alcohol education and
counseling program, and a fine.

Conclusions of Law for Case No. 03-C-05219

5. The facts and circumstances surrounding Respondent’s convictions, including his wilful
violation of California Vehicle Code section 23152(b), do not involve moral turpitude but
do involve other misconduct warranting discipline pursuant to Business and Professions
Code, sections 6101 and 6102.

OTHER REPROVAL CONDITIONS:

Respondent has been evaluated by addiction specialist Joe Takamine, M.D.. Dr. Takamine has
concluded that no special conditions related to alcohol should be required of Respondent,
including attendance at twelve-step programs or substance testing.
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In the Matfer of case numper(s):
RICHARD M. CHACON 04-C-11288
Bar# 2035953

SIGNATURE OF THE PARTIES

By their signatures below, the parties and their counsel, as cppli\cable, signify their agreement
with each of the recitations and each of the terms and conditions of this Stipulation Re Facts,

Conclusions of Law and Disposition.

=1~ Nﬂ&,/\(,{..————e RICHARD M. CHACON

Date Respondegnt's signature Print name
W8 ~os H AR (e \ncHABLL BECKER
Date {Respondent’s Counsel's signature Print name

-

DAVID T. SAUBER

Print name

sil-d2-04

Deputy Trial Col

(Stipulation form approved by S8C Executive Commitfes 10/16/2000. Revised 12/16/2004.) Reprovat
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n the Martter of Case number(s):
RICHARD M. CHACON 04-C-11288
ORDER

Finding that the stipulation protects the public and that the interests of Respondent will
be served by any conditions attached to the reproval, IT IS ORDERED that the requested
dismissal of counts/charges, if any, is GRANTED without prejudice, and:

The stipulated facts and disposition are APPROVED AND THE REPROVAL IMPOSED.

D The stipulated facts and disposition are APPROVED AS MODIFIED as set forth below,
and the REPROVAL IMPOSED.

[T] Al Hearing dates are vacated.

The parties are bound by the stipulation as approved unless: 1) a motion to withdraw or modify
the stipulation, filed within 15 days aftet service of this order, is granted; or 2} this court modifies
or futher modifies the approved stipulafion. (See rule 135(b), Rules of Procedure.) Otherwise
the stipulation shall be effective 15 days after service of this order.

Fallure to comply with any conditions aftached to this reproval may constitute cause
for a separate proceeding for wiliful breach of rule 1-110, Rules of Professional
Conduct.

isto Sy g2

Date RICAARD A. PLATEL
Judge of the State Bar Court

{Form adopfed by the SBC Execulive Commitee (Rev. 2/25/05) Reproval
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
[Rule 62(b), Rules Proc.; Code Civ. Proc., § 1013a(4)]

I am a Case Administrator of the State Bar Court of California. [ am over the age of eighteen and
not a party to the within proceeding. Pursuant to standard court practice, in the City and County of
Los Angeles, on November 21, 2005, I deposited a true copy of the following document(s):

STIPULATION RE FACTS, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND DISPOSITION
AND ORDER APPROVING

in a sealed envelope for collection and mailing on that date as follows:

[X] by first-class mail, with postage thereon fully prepaid, through the United States Postal
Service at Los Angeles, California, addressed as follows:

MICHAEL L BECKER ESQ

LAW OFC MICHAEL L BECKER
965 N VIGNES ST #10 '
LOS ANGELES CA 90012

[X] by interoffice mail through a facility regularly maintained by the State Bar of California
addressed as follows:

DAVID SAUBER ESQ, Enforcement, Los Angeles

I hereby certify that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed in Los Angeles, California, on
November 21, 2005.

Angel{)Owens-Carpenter
Case Administrator
State Bar Court

Certificate of Service. wpt




