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ORIGINAL
ROBERT C. BAKER, BAR ID #49255
rbaker@bknlawvers.com
BAKER, KEENER & NAHRA, LLP
633 West 5th Street
Suite 4900
Los Angeles, California 90071
Telephone: (213) 241-0900
Facsimile: (213) 241-0990

Attorneys for Respondent
JOHN SWEENEY, JR.

kwiktag* 197 149 216

FILED
MAR 18 2016

STATE BAR COURT
CLERK’S OFFICE

LOS ANGELES

THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA

HEARING DEPARTMENT - LOS ANGELES

In the Matter of:

JOHN E. SWEENEY, JR.,
No. 37042

A Member of the State Bar.

Case No.: 14-O-04475; 13-O-11575

RESPONDENT, JOHN E. SWEENEY,
JR.’S ANSWER TO NOTICE OF
DISCIPLINARY CHARGES

JURISDICTION

l. Respondent is an active member of the Bar of Califomia, and is subject to the

jurisdiction of this Court.

COUNT ONE

Case No. 14-O-04475

Claim of Failure to Release Files

2. Respondent denies this Claim. In fact, Respondent returned the vast majority ofttae files

of George Nelson long before the demand of attorney Woodward. And, folio.wing Woodward’s

demand, Respondent returned the files and documents claimed by Nelson and Woodward to be

proprietary and/or confidential, and which, in fact contained materials and assertions of Nelson

confirming the fraudulent and criminal actions and intentions of Nelson and Woodward, which

materials are now unavailable to Respondent in this matter.
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COUNT TWO

Case No. 14-O-04775

Claim of Failure to Make Accounting

3. Respondent denies this claim. Respondent made an accounting to Nelson on or about

May 3, 2012, long prior to the demands of attorney Woodward.

COUNT THREE

Case No. 13-O-11575

Claim of Failure to Refund Unearned Fees

4. Respondent denies this claim. Claimant Paduano failed to return proffered attorney-

client agreements, while requesting and receiving attorney services in a number of matters not

susceptible of representation on the basis of a contingent fee contract. The reasonable value of

Respondent’s services, and the compensation actually earned by Respondent, substantially exceeded

the amounts advanced by Claimant.

COUNT FOUR

Case No. 13-O-11575

Claim of Failure to Release File

5. Respondent denies this claim. Claimant’s voluminous files were returned to her by

personal delivery on a reasonable schedule, after lengthy concluding matters, in December 2012, and

January 2013, among the defendants/cross-complainants, Respondent, and Ms. Paduano, personally,.

pursuant to her insistence upon her personal participation.
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COUNT FIVE

Case No. 13-O-1175

Claim of Failure to Render Accounting

6. Respondent denies this claim. Respondent rendered a complete accounting of time and

costs which was submitted to the Bar through Respondent’s former attorney, Philip Feldman,

deeeasedl That accounting reflects six separate matters for which Respondent performed attorney

services requestedby Claimant, and without return of proffered attorney-client agreements by

Respondent.

DATED: March 17, 2016 Respectfully submitted,

: :-;~"’~    /"

," J..~UN E. SWEENEY

DATED: March 17, 2016 BAKER, KEENER & NAHRA, LLP

ROBERT C. BAKER "’ \
Attorneys for Respondent
JOHN SWEENEY, JR.
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PROOF OF SERVICE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

John E. Sweene~,, Jr. No. 37042, Case Nos. 14 0 04475; 13-0-11575

I am over the age of 18 and not a party to the within action; I am employed by BAKER,
KEENER & NAHRA, LLP in the County of Los Angeles at 633 West Fifth Street, Suite 4900,
Los Angeles, California, 90071.

On March 18, 2016, I served the foregoing document(s) described as RESPONDENT,
JOHN E. SWEENEY, JR.’S ANSWER TO NOTICE OF DISCIPLINARY CHARGES by
placing true copies thereof enclosed in sealed envelope(s), as follows:

Drew Massey, Esq.
THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
845 S. Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, CA 90017-2515
(213) 765-1204
drew.massey@calbar.ca.gov

THE STATE BAR COURT
845 S. Figueroa Street
3rd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90017

VIA EMAIL & US MAIL

~f/ (BY MAIL) I caused to be placed said envelope(s) for collection and mailing,
following ordinary business practices, at the business offices of BAKER,
KEENER & NAHRA, LLP, at the address set forth and addressed as shown on
the attached service list, for deposit in the United States Postal Service. I am
readily familiar with the practice of BAKER, KEENER & NAHRA, LLP for
collection and processing correspondence for mailing with the United States
Postal Service, and said envelope(s) will be deposited with the United States
Postal Service on said date in the ordinary course of business.

(BY FACSIMLE) I caused the above-referenced document(s) to be transmitted
to the interested parties via facsimile transmission to the fax number(s) as stated
on the attached service list.

[--]    (PERSONAL SERVICE) I caused to be delivered such envelope(s) by hand to
~.~.-"ihe offices of the addressee(s).

(BY ELECTRONIC SERVICE) I caused the above-referenced document(s) to
be transmitted to the interested parties via electronic transmission to the e-mail

~~(sT~SSeS as stated on the attached service list.

TE) I declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the Bar of
this Court at whose direction the service was made. I declare under penalty of
perjury under the laws of the State of California that th~ above is true and correct.

!
Executed on March 18, 2016, at Los Angeles, C~ifo~a. ~/

988-5287-0001


