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RESPONSE

On June 30, 2014, I signed a form stating under penalty of perjury that I complied with

minimum continuing legal education (MCLE) requirements for the period of February 1, 2011 to

January 31,2014. When I signed that form I believed that I had complied with the requirements.

Later I received acommunication from the State Bar asking me to provide proof of completion of

the MCLE requirements for the February 2011 to January 2014 compliance period. I looked for

records proving my MCLE compliance. I did not find the manilla folder where I keep the receipts

that are handed out at the end of the MCLE sessions or the printed forms generated by the provider

after listening to CD’s.

At the end of May 2013, after ten years in the same location, I moved to a smaller office

that no longer had on-site storage. In the process of moving, I misplaced my MCLE record file.
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I looked in my garage rafters where I store my overflow records but did not find the folder.

I must have sent it to shred with a whole lot of other dead files.

Since I could not find proof of MCLE compliance I signed-up for on-line courses and

completed 25 units of MCLE on October 31-November 7, 2014. I sent in proof of viewing the

online video courses to the State Bar. I understand that this course work will not count toward the

MCLE compliance period beginning January 2014.

I later contacted National Business Institute, Lexis-Nexis/Thomson Rutter, and CFLR/the

Rutter Group as these are the providers I have used in the past. I found records of 3 units of MCLE

credit with Lexis Nexis which I sent to the State Bar in September 2015. (I was previously told by

a State Bar representative that the audit of my MCLE compliance found completion of either 10

or 11 units. ) I ~ontacted the local bar association which sponsors many MCLE lunch-time

programs. I found some dates when I believe I attended events but have not gone down to check

these dates against local bar records.

The. majority of my practice consists of family law. I generally take the Family Law year-

in-review course, or refresher Course, with CFLR during each compliance period. I realized after

calling them and going through my old check registers that I did not attend any courses with them

during the 2011-2014 compliance period. I now know that I did not earn 6 to 12 units I generally

earn with CFLR during the 2011-2014 compliance period.

During this time my then 87-year-old father, who lived in Bakersfield, was suffering from

heart disease. During 2011, his physical condition deteriorated to where even walking a short

distances was very difficult. I went to visit him as often as I could. On January 9, 2012, we were

told his condition was inoperable and it was uncertain how much.longer he would live. I.traveled

to visit him on weekends and was with him when he died on March 16, 2012. I was not doing well

after this. I used to talk to my dad almost every day after work on the phone.

My business production fell off. My home went into default and I filed bankruptcy in

January 2013. I could not complete all of the related schedules in time and my bankruptcy was

dismissed.

I was sued by a former client in June 2013. I did not have funds to pay the $15,000.
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deductible to my insurer. The former client took a default judgment against me. My home was

foreclosed on in September 2014; it was later set aside due to irregularities in the process. I re-filed

bankruptcy in June 2015, and received a discharge from my named creditors last week.

I may have attended two lunch MCLEs for 2 credits in 2013, I have not tracked this

information down. I neither completed the CFLR course in the year my father died nor in 2013.

I now believe that I am short in my MCLE requirements for the 2011-2014 compliance period by

at least 6 to 12 units. I did not intend to falsely claim that I was in compliance. I now know that

when I signed the compliance card I was short of the required units. Historically, completing my

MCLE requirements has never been an issue.

I accept my fault in not maintaining proper records, I lost them when moving my office.

I only cursorily looked for them before signing the compliance card. I always assumed I would find

the folder and would have proof of compliance. When I knew all was lost, I completed online

courses.

I understand that the State Bar will discipline me for this failure on my part. I have an

explanation for my lack of compliance,-but understand that this will. not excuse me from the

requirement. I only ask that I be allowed to work to be able to support my family. We have

experienced very difficult financial times in the past few years and things have only recently begun

to be better.

DATED: February 25, 2016
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PROOF OF SERVICE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA

I am employed in the county of Santa Barbara, State of California. I am over the age of 18
and not a party to the within action; my business address is: 621 West Micheltorena Street, Sutie A,
Santa Barbara, California 93101.

On February 25, 2016, I served the foregoing document(s) described as:

RESPONSE

[In re Michael A. Pina, State Bar Court Case No. 15-O-11903.]

on the interested parties in this action by placing a true copy thereof, enclosed in a sealed envelope
addressed as follows:

The State of California, Office of the Chief Trial Counsel
Jayne Kim, Chief Trial Counsel
Joseph R. Carlucci, Deputy Chief Trial Counsel
Mia R. Ellis, Acting Assistant Chief Trial Counsel
Michael J. Glass, Supervising Senior Trial Counsel
Adriana M. Burger,    Deputy Trial Counsel
845 South Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, California 90017-2515

Ix] BY MML
I am readily familiar with the firm’s practice of collection and processing of correspondence for mailing. Under that practice, it would be deposited with
the U.S. Postal Service on that same date with postage thereon fully prepaid at Santa Barbara, CA in the ordinary course of business. I am aware that
on motion of the party served, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter date is more than one day after date of deposit for
mailing in affidavit.

[] BY FACSIMILE
I transmitted such documents by facsimile machine to the offices of the addressee pursuant to CCP §1013(f); 2015.5; Ca Rules of Court, 2008(e).

Ix]

[]

BY ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION (Ms. Burger: Adriana.Burger@calbar.ca.~ov)
(Ms. Kim: Susan.Kim@calbar.ca.gov)

I transmitted such documents by e-mail to the offices of the addressee pursuant to CCP §.~ 263, et seq.; 1010.6.

BY PERSONAL SERVICE
I caused such envelope to be delivered by hand to the office of the addressee.

[ X] (State) I declare under penalt~ of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true and correct.

[ ] (Federal) I declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar of this court at whose direction the service was made.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is
true and correct.

Executed on February 25, 2016, at Santa Barbara, California.

R. PETTER"


