
CALIFORNIA STATE BAR COURT

HEARING DEPARTMENT - LOS ANGELES

In the Matter of

Gregory E. Stearns
No. 80704

A Member of the State Bar

)
)
)
)

Case No. 15-O-14379

RESPONSE to Notice of
Disciplinary Charges

FILED

JUN 1.6 2016
STATE BAR COURT
CLERK’S OFFICE

LOS ANGELES

The Notice of Disciplinary Charges has alleged that the Respondent falsely reported
compliance with the MCLE requirements for the February 1, 2011 to January 31, 2014 MCLE
Compliance Period. These allegations are in fact incorrect. Respondent did not knowingly
misrepresent compliance and any miscalculation of required compliance hours does not
constitute gross negligence in this matter. At the time of the MCLE compliance reporting on
January 21, 2014, the Respondent had a good faith honestly held belief that he had in fact
completed the required MCLE compliance hours.

In regard to the self study hours, Respondent submitted proof of fifteen hours of self study
during the Compliance Period to the State Bar and on January 21, 2014 of which the Respondent
had an honestly held belief were eligible for self study credit hours. It was only later, in October
2015, that the State Bar informed the Respondent these fifteen hours of self study were not
eligible for MCLE credit. But at the time of signing on January 21,2014, Respondent had a good
faith honestly held belief that these fifteen hours were in fact eligible for credit and thus did not
make a knowing misrepresentation or false reporting.

In regard to the participatory study hours, Respondent attended the 2012 Annual State Bar
Meeting in Monterey, California and attended MCLE classes at that time. At the time of certifying
compliance on January 21, 2014, Respondent believed that he had completed all the necessary
hours. However, in October 2015, after reviewing all available records, Respondent could only
locate six hours of participatory study Certificates, which he submitted to the State Bar.
Respondent acknowledges that his computation the participatory study credit hours was off by
approximately six hours, for which he is truly sorry and extremely remorseful. But at the time of
MCLE compliance reporting on January 21, 2014, Respondent had an honestly held belief that he
had completed the required hours. The error in computing the participatory study hours was not
intentional and upon discovering the MCLE credit hour deficiencies, Respondent undertook to
make up the missing hours as soon as reasonably possible.
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Respondent has enclosed one letter from the State Bar of California, dated December 1, 2015
which verifies compliance with MCLE requirements for the February 1, 2011 to January 31, 2014
Compliance Period. Respondent has also enclosed four letters sent to the State Bar of California
dated January 15, 2016, February 5, 2016. February 22, 2016 and March 10, 2016, which
demonstrate mitigation and full cooperation with the State Bar of California.

Respondent submits that he has not committed an intentional misrepresentation or act of
moral turpitude, rather an honest miscalculation in computing the hours of MCLE participatory
studies, for which he has expressed remorse and has acknowledged responsibility. Respondent
very respectfully requests that the ruling in this matter be for compliance.

Dated: Respectfully submitted,

Gregory E. Stearns
Member Number 80704

P.O. Box 5813
Key West, FI. 33045



THE STATE BAR
OF CALIFORNIA MEMBER RECORDS & COMPLIANCE

180 HOWARD STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94105-1617 TELEPHONE: 888-800-3400

December 1. 2015

SB # 80704
Gregory E. Stearns
PO Box 5813
Key West FL 33045

Dear Mr. Stearns:

This letter confirms that our office has received your final MCLE compliance
materials. Your MCLE-related administrative inactive status has ended,
effective November 30, 2015, the date we received them.

Going forward, you will have a smaller MCLE requirement to meet by Jan. 31,
2018, because you were suspended for part of your current compliance period of
Feb. 1, 2014 - Jan. 31, 2017. That will be 17 total credit hours earned, including
3 covering legal ethics and 1 credit in each of the two subjectsi eliminating bias
and competence issues (e.g., substance abuse, mental illness, cognitive decline
with age, etc.). These must be different credits than the ones you earned to lift
your suspension.

Finally, please note that you’ll get a dues statement in the next few days,
charging $155 for Inactive member dues for 2016, as a result of the suspension.
But of course, now it is already out-of-date. Your 2016 dues will be an Active
member’s $430 instead, which you may pay by check or online.

Please contact me again with further questions: (415) 538-2519 or
DarryL McKenzie@calbar. ca. go v.

Sincerely,

Darryl McKenzie
MCLE Compliance Administrator



T~e State ~ar of California
8~5 South Figueroa Street
Los An~eles,~ California ~0017-2515

RE: Case
ATTN: Heather Meyers

2016

Dea~~ Madam~

I am in receipt of your letter, dated~ March 3, ~01~, which
I recelve~ at the Key West, Florida, Post Offlc~ on March 8,: ~016.

In your letter, you state that I may have access to copies of
"a~ ~o~-prlv~ege~ materials and any exculpatory evidence within the
Sta~e ~r,’s ~nvs,s~igatlon f.lle(s)". ~ wonl~-, like copies of these
documents, if any, as soon as reasonably possible, as they may
relevant ~o Case

In response to your Investigation, I have ~uclose~
paEes of materials and documentation, all correspondance~ su~Itte~
to ~d recei~e~ from your Office~, from Jan~ry ~,. ~O~& to March I~,
201@. As I ha~e stated in my previous cor~espondances, E hm~e an~
honestly held belief that I complete~ all Fe~rua~ I?, ~O11 to
JanuaryL 31, 20~ Compliance Period requirements. ~ took steps to
ma~e up an~ missln~hours as soon as reasona~l~
tha~: the evidence in this Case indicates compliance With the
Compli~ce~ Period requirements.

I very respectfully request that yo~ rulinE in Case ~ber
1~-0-14~75 ~efor Complianc~~, ~ase~ upon all~ of~ th~ evidence and
documentation submitted. Thank you verFmuch.

~er~~ Respectfully,

Gregory E. Stearns
Member ~ber 80704

P.O., ]ox 5813
Eey West~ Flori~a 33o4~



Tt~e State ~ar of California
~4~ South F±~ueroa Street
Los ~geles? California $0017-251

case ~mber
Rosalie Ackerman;

Dear ~adam~

I am in receipt of your letter, dated Februar~
which I received at the Key West., Florida, F~~st Office on
Feb~ary 17, 201~. Enclosed is th~ ad~itlonal ~nformation
w~Ic~ you requested in yo~ letter.

As I ~ve stated ~mF pre~ious correspondance~ I ~d
an-/ h-~estlF~ ~e-ld belief tb~: I ~d completed all
C~pllance period requirements, as ~ ~d attend~
State;- ~r-~ee~ting in ~t~ey, Callforn~a, ~ Oetobe~ ~01~
~d attende~ t~e MCLE classes t~e~e,~ ~-~ve~ provlde~
~i:h c~ies o~ the @.0 ~o~s of participatory s~udie~- f~m
the ~01~ classes ~hlch I could looate. ~d I ~ertook ~.0
hours o~ sel~ study activities ~In~ th~ Compliance p~riod.
I took steps to make up anF-mlssin~ h~s as soon as ~as
reasonab~ possible. I ~e~e~e that al~ of th~ ~forma:ion
and doc~entation ~hlc~ ~ ~ve ~oVi~ to you a~d t~e ~ate
~r of ~llfornla does re.late to the February: I, ~011 to
Jan~ry~ 31~; ~O1b Compliance period.

~ ver~ respectfully r~equest that ~our rulin~ in this
matter ~ ~or. C~pllance~ based upo~ al~ ~£ ~ ~d~ce~ and
doc~entati~ su~mltt~. T~nk ~ou ver~ ~cB.

Fery ~espectful!y~

G~.egory E. Stearns
Nember ~umbe~ ~O704

K~ West~ Florida 33o~-~



T~e ~tate lay of California
84~ Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, California 9001 9-2515

hE: Case Number 15-O-14375
ATTN: Rosalie Ackerman

February. 5, Z015

Dear Madam,

I am in receipt of your letter dated January
Which I received at t~ Ke~~ Wes~ Florida~ Feet Office
February 2, ~016. In yourletter you reqmest additional proof
of approved studies and self stud~ lo~s. In addition to the
e~leven pa~es of documentation, includin~ four ~a~es of self
study lo~s, which I included wit~ m~~ January. I~, ~0~@ letter,
I ~ave enclose~ four pages of self study lo~s and nine copies
of approved MCL~ studies in the~ form cf NCL~ Self-Assessment
Test receipts, with this correspondance.

I~ ycur Januar~ ~7, 2016 letter ro~ state that it is tke
duty of an attorne[ to cooperate with and participate in any
Sta~ar Investigation. With all due respect, I b~lleve that
I am fully cooperating with you. I am participating as well.
I received your first letter on Januar~ 13~ 2OI& and returned
my rep~r to you via certified ~ellvery on ~anuar~ 15, ~01~. I
received your second letter on February 2~ 2016 and returned
my response via certified delivery on February 5, ~01$. The
a~eve noted correspondances are proof of cooperation with you
and the~ ~tate ~ar of gallfornla. ~ ¥oul~ ~a b.~pp7 ~o provide
you Wlt~ any other in£orma$ien which.you request.

In regard to your offer in your. Januarz ~7, ~O1& letter
of a telephone conversation, I would prefer t~ have a written
record of these important matters. A~ain, wlth} all due respect,
I ~el~eve t~at I ~ave a right to Notlc~ and a right to provide
my response to your I~qair~ in writln~.

I ~elleve that I ~ve provided to ~ou and the ~tate ~ar
ef California everything ~hlch yom ~ve requested. Yf ~ou
~equlre an~ additional information or ~ve~ any other questions,
I would ~e ~p~y to contlnu~ to ~ully cooperate with you.

I most respectfully reqmest that~ the rulln~ In this
matter ~e for Compliance ~ased upon the doc~entation submitted.

Thank you very muc~.

Very ~espectfull~,

Gregor~ ~. $~earns
Mem]~er Nt~ll:ler 8070~

P.O. fox 5813
, Key West, FL 330~5



5anuar~r:~ 15, 2016
T~e~ State ~ar of California
845 F~aeroa Street,
L~s ~geles, California ~O01

Case Number 15-0-I~375
~osalie: Aekerman

Dear l~aaam,

I am £n~ receipt of roar recent letter ~ate~ ~anuar~
wh~~ I recei~e~ at th~ Ker’West, ~!orida, Post Office on
January~= I~, ~01~. T~s letter, a co~y of_ ~hic~ I ~ave enclose~
~t~ this correspondance~, ~as delivere~ ~ me via regular F~rst
C~ss: ~il, ~it~out Certifie~ D~liverr ~r ot~er proof of Service~.

~-.~mr l~te~ you make reference ~ a letter
~tat~rom sent to me:~ ~ 0c~e~ ~01~. I ~o not recall reme~ivlng
any suc~ l~£ter. Did tom sen~ it to mr correct a~dress? D~
$~d £~ via C~rtified Dellverr? D~fi you emplo~ a~ other type of
Proof of ~s.rv~ce? Please for~ar~ a copy of ~omr Proof of Service.
As ~om~mmst kno~ Notice Is an essential element of D~~ Proce~.

I~ rotor ~an~arr-~, ~01~ letter, tom state, "This is mr last
go~fi fait~ effor~ to contact you." ~ you require that a ~rltten
response ~e received "~ January: 11, ~01~." ~eqm~rlng: t~at~ a
written response ~e receive~ two ~ays before I have even ~4 an
opport~ity t~ receiv~ and revi~ ro~ letter, while ~possibl~
seems neither fair nor remsonable.

X woul~ ~ ~app~ to: respond to your ~nqu~, ~owe~er I would
l~e to stre.~s that No£i:ce, being essential to Due Process, must
surel~ ~e an important an~ requlre~ ~ement of roar ~qmiry.

I ~ve enclosed eleven pages of documentation with this
correspondance, whicM ~dicates satisfaction of the N~E C~pli-
anc~ requirements f~ t~e ~O1~-201~ Compliance Period. W~ile

"two medical surgeries in August 2013 an~ December 2013 and
sa~seqment move to Florida made it difficmlt for me: to locate all
of mr ~GI~01~ recorfis~ X ~a~ a~. ~onestly
complete~ all MCLE Compliance Period requirements. Also, I ~er-
took ~ make up ~ missing ~ours as soon as reasonably possible.
I hops~ t~t this correspondance satisfies your ~quiry here.
Please contact me with any additional questions ~om may ~ve,~ in
regar~ to t~is matter.

T~a~ you very muca.

Very Respectf.mllr,

Gregory E Stearns
l~ember ~er 8070~

P.o. ]ox ~813
Ker West, Flori~a 3304~



DECLARATION OF    SERVICE

CASE NUMBER 15-O-14379

I, the undersigned, am over the age of eighteen (18) years and not a party to the within

action, declare that:
On the date shown below, I caused to be sewed a true copy of the within document

described as follows:

RESPONSE to Notice of Disciplinary Charges

By U.S. First Class Mail in a sealed envelope placed for collection and mailing at Key West,

Florida, addressed to: (see below)

Person Served: Business Address:

Rose Luthi
Case Administrator

845 South Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, California 90017-2515

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed at Key

West, Florida, on the date shown below.

Dated: June 14, 2016

Michael Paulen
Declarant


